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Eugene Danzey
Dies After
Long Illness

ST. PETERSBURG — Born
in Tampa in 1933, Eugene
Danzey began his career in broadcasting in 1963 at WTMP radio in
Tampa as an account executive in
the sales department. He later
be c a me the f ir s t Afric an
American salesman for a major
broadcaster in Tampa Bay.
In 1967, he was promoted to
sales manager and became the top
salesman throughout the chain of
six radio stations, for which he
was promoted to Vice President
and General Manager of WTMP
in 1970.
In 1975, Danzey decided to
go into business for himself,
bringing WRXB Radio on the air
in St. Petersburg as the first
African-American owned radio
station in this market.
Active in his community,
Danzey is best known for his
work with the Urban League and
for his efforts to improve
community conditions through
crime prevention, voter registration, and urban redevelopment.
Danzey was a former
president of the Pinellas County
Urban League, past president of
the St. Petersburg Economic
Development Commission,
former chairman of the Pinellas
County Housing Authority and a
past board member of the United
Negro College Fund.
In 2005, he was inducted into
the Pinellas Education
Foundation’s Free Enterprise Hall
of Honor, a tribute to area
community leaders who grew
their businesses into some of the
most progressive in the nation.
He was appointed by then
Governor Martinez to the Pinellas
County Housing Authority and
served for many years as its
chairman.
Eugene Danzey passed away

Teens Get Rap Session
On Education
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Eugene Danzey

May 29 in Tampa at the age of 78.
He is survived by his loving
wife of 20 years P. J. BentonDanzey; daughter Valorie Danzey
Garner; son Michael Danzey;
stepsons Keith Johnson (Sherry)
and Frank Johnson; brother
Henry Sanders (Delores); sistersin-law; Claretha Davis, Sonja
Bexley, Senator Arthenia Joyner,
Renee Jones, Valda Browning
(Johnny); brothers-in-law Booker
Joyner (Brenda), William Adams
(Doretha),
Rudolph
Jones
(Rosemary), Dr. Riccardo Jones,
J. C. Joyner; grandchildren, Von
Chaney II, Marcel Chaney,
Michael Danzey, Jr. (Kim), Adele
Williams, Clinton Danzey and
Jazmine Danzey; step-grandchildren, Jacquelienne Johnson,
Kiara Johnson, Analisa Johnson,
Lavender Johnson and Matthew
Johnson; 5 great-grandsons, 5
great-granddaughters and a host
of nieces, nephews, cousins and
other relatives.
Funeral Mass will be held
Saturday, June 9 at 1 p.m. at St.
Joseph’s Catholic Church, 2101
22nd Ave. S., St. Petersburg . In
lieu of flowers, donations may be
sent In Memory of J. Eugene
Danzey to Suncoast Hospice
5771 Roosevelt Blvd, Clearwater,
FL 33760.

ST. PETERSBURG — It’s 5
p.m. on a Friday evening. While
some teenagers may be texting
away looking for the next
happening event, a group of
young adults has already found
their place to be. NULITES – the
National Urban League Incentive
to Excel and Succeed program.
Keonna Welch, a former
Gibbs High graduate, emcees as a
crowd of teenagers gather at
Child’s Park YMCA located at
691 43rd St. S.
“Today we are here to talk
about some of the problems and
obstacles we face with our
education,” Welch begins. “We
have to deal with getting to
school, problems with teachers,
the SAT, ACT, the list goes on and
on. Then you have to deal with
being a teenager.”
The students in attendance are
part of a promising program being
offered to young adults between
the ages of 10 and 18 in an effort
to reach out to youths in need.
“NULITES is one of our
projects that we’ve grown,”
Urban League’s Chief Executive
Officer Watson Haynes explains.
“In the past we really didn’t have
funding to sustain it, but now
we’ve had some corporations step
up to bat and say we want to see
this happen.”
NULITES is part of over 100
communities throughout the
nation, and Haynes hopes the St.
Petersburg chapter will become a
staple in the local community and
a helpful hand to preteens and
teenagers looking for a guiding

Urban League’s Chief Executive Officer Watson Haynes.

Group leader Keina Stewart discusses the topic of being a risk taker.

force throughout their elementary,
middle, and high school years.
“NULITES is not a program

that you pick up for 30 days and
then it’s gone. Once we get them,
it is not our intent to lose them,”
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ST. PETERSBURG — Thirtyone young ladies and their families
gather at St. Mathews Episcopal
Church to celebrate a year of experiences, learning, and togetherness.
It’s Sunday afternoon and as
each young lady enters the church at
738 Pinellas Point Dr. S., you can
feel the joy and family bond that has
grown among the members of the
St. Petersburg Chapter of the Delta
Academy.
Candace Rock and her three
daughters have spent the last six
years in the Delta Academy program
and sister program the Delta GEMS.
Rock considers Delta members part
of her extended family and appreciates the closeness and togetherness
the program has offered her
daughters.
“Our family lives out of state, so

Candace Rock, center, and her three daughters pose with Academy Director Rosalyn Connelly.

we have limited support here. It’s
been really nice having all these
other people that care about them
and are teaching them the same
values and principles that I’m trying
to instill in them,” Rock says.
The Delta Academy, sponsored

by Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, is a
mentoring program for girls in
grades 5-8. Its goal: to encourage its
members to be their best, while challenging them to push toward
success.
With a commitment to guiding

girls to be fully prepared for the challenges they face in their futures, the
Delta Academy attempts to focus on
the “total” well-being of its partici-

GEMS

continued on pg. 12
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We Value Diversity. We Value Education. We Value History.

• A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
• To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.

• To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
• To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.

• The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for the reading enjoyment of both the young and old generations.

The unemployment rate was 8.1 percent in April. In
May, it rose, just a tiny bit, to 8.2
percent. A tenth of a percentage point
does not seem like a big deal. Indeed,
the Department of Labor descries the
unemployment rate as “essentially
unchanged.” And compared to this
time last year, when the rate was 9
percent, people are mostly better off.
But the magic number for many
observers is a number below 8 percent.
According to many, should the
unemployment rate drop to 7.5 or even
7.8 percent, President Obama will
have something to point to in terms of
labor market progress. Should it rise
above 8.5 percent, Republican
candidate Romney can continue to
pound on him about economic failure
(that is, when his team is not misspelling “Amercia”). What happens if
the unemployment rate lingers
between 7.8 percent and 8.5 percent is
anybody’s guess.
No help is likely to come from
Congress. The Republican majority in

“enjoys” firing people and who
slashed employment when he was a
corporate raider at Bain.
President Obama, too, must be
cautioned against straying into trivial
issues when economic issues are
central. At the same time, the president
is to be congratulated for taking a
strong position on marriage equality.
Some may say that it was a long time
coming, and that it might be a calculated move to influence some votes in the
election. But those who are watching
carefully understand that whether it
helps the election or hurts it (and some
African American pastors are railing
against this one), this was a matter of
conscience for President Obama.
Unfortunately, Romney has no such
conscience. He knows the birther rap
is nonsense. Yet he stands by a birther
and says nothing. Hi own father was
the subject of birther vitriol more than
40 years ago when he ran for president
and it was revealed that he was born in
Mexico.
The diversions will be dust in the
wind come election day. People are
mostly going to vote their pocketbooks. The news that unemployment
rates are stagnant and possibly rising,
is bad news for President Obama, no

“With
the
prevalence of prostate cancer disproportionately affecting our men, we
must be vigilant to ensure aggressive
testing continues for this most vulnerable population.” — Cedric M.
Bright, M.D., president of the
National Medical Association
Last week, the United States
Preventive Services Task Force
(USPSTF)
recommended
that
healthy men should no longer take a
routine PSA blood test for prostate
cancer because the procedure may
lead patients to pursue unnecessary
and potentially debilitating treatments for a disease that may never
fully develop. This week, the
National Urban League joins the
National Medical Association, the
Prostate Health Education Network
(PHEN), the American Urological
Association and other leading
medical experts in rejecting that con-

clusion, especially for African
American men who are 60 percent
more likely to develop prostate
cancer and twice as likely to die from
it.
We agree that unnecessary
medical tests should be avoided, but
the evidence for eliminating PSA
screenings for prostate cancer, especially for African American men, is
inconclusive at best. Instead of abandoning PSA screenings for everyone,
we encourage more education for
both providers and patients that will
allow men to make more informed
decisions about the risks and benefits
of the test. There are several reasons
for our position.
First, while prostate cancer
remains the second-leading cause of
cancer death among men, we also
know that advances in early detection
and treatment have resulted in a 40
percent decline in prostate deaths in
the United States over the past two
decades. The National Medical
Association (NMA), the nation’s
leading advocate for African
American physicians and patients,

has stated that PSAscreening remains
the best method to detect early stage,
curable prostate cancers. The group
endorses the American Urological
Association’s guidelines for early
detection, which include initial PSA
testing at 40 years and a multifactorial assessment of risk based on
age, ethnicity, and family history.
Second, the NMA also points out
that the USPSTF made its recommendation based on large clinical
studies performed in Europe, Canada
and the United States, which included
very few African American men.
And third, while the USPSTF
correctly states that a percentage of
men will experience harmful side
effects from treatments following the
PSA test, the test itself is risk-free. It
simply alerts both doctor and patient
to the possible presence of disease.
Anthony D’Amico, chief of
Genitourinary Radiation Oncology at
Boston’s Brigham and Women’s
Hospital, suggests that the USPSTF’s
recommendation may actually be
harmful to high-risk groups, which
includes African American men. He

The Weekly Challenger

matter how his team spins it.
And beneath the numbers, there is
lots of pain that is being masked. For
example, some economists say we
need to generate 300,000 jobs a month
just to stay even with population
growth. In the first quarter of this year,
an average of 226,000 jobs were
created each month. But in April, just
77,000 jobs were created, and in May,
only 69,000 jobs. Declines in job
creation speak to shrinking opportunities for those who are not working.
While the Obama Administration
has few tools to combat the current
employment situation, his team now
needs to go on the offensive to talk
about ways more jobs can be created,
and by pointing out the ways that legislative gridlock hurts those who are
looking for work. Without aggressive
attention to the plight of the unemployed, the Romney crew can use
stagnant numbers to take the
offensive. This can’t happen – if the
employment situation is stagnant now,
imagine it under “cut government
spending” Romney. President Obama
and his team need to contrast the
Romney record with his own, and
make it clear that failure to stimulate
the economy will lead to disaster.

said, “I think men at high risk…have
the most to lose from not getting PSA
tests. They are the ones who get the
lethal cancers.”
In a letter accompanying the
USPSTF recommendation in the
May 21 issue of the Annals of
Internal Medicine, D’Amico and
other leading prostate cancer experts
concluded, “The USPSTF has underestimated the benefits and overestimated the harms of prostate cancer
screening. Therefore, we disagree
with the USPSTF’s recommendation.”
So do we. Since 1922, the
National Urban League has been a
leading provider of health-related
services in the African American
community. We urge African
American men to continue discussing
the pros and cons of prostate cancer
screening with their doctors. And we
support more community-based
education and early intervention
efforts for low-income and minority
patients who face barriers to consistent, quality health care.
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Jobs Numbers Could Affect
Obama’s Ability To Keep His Job
the House of Representatives is hardly
interested in economic stimulus that
could help a Democratic president that
they have consistently opposed. So
President Obama and the business
sector that supports him are pretty
much left to their own devices when it
comes to job creation. And it isn’t that
the unemployed will flock to Romney
– they may simply stay home.
As always, the unemployment
number the Bureau of Labor Statistics
report is not the best number to review.
When those marginally attached to the
labor market and those who work parttime but want full time work are
included, the unemployment rate soars
to 14.8 percent. The Black unemployment rate rises to a depression-era
level of 24.5 percent. Moreover the
number of folk who haven’t had a job
for six months has risen. Now, 5.4
million people, 42.8 percent of the
unemployed, haven’t had a job for
more than 27 weeks.
Candidate Romney, in hanging
around Donald Trump and the
“birther” crowd is counting on hysteria
and trivia to drive him to victory.
Romney says President Obama
doesn’t know how to create jobs, but
this is the same man who says he

Ethel L. Johnson . . . . . . . . . . CEO/Publisher Emerita

www.theweeklychallenger.com
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COLUMNIST
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that all men are hurt as long as anyone is held back.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Midtown Champion
For Kids Moves On

BY CYNTHIA FERNANDEZ
NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS
BUREAU

ST. PETERSBURG - Royal
Theater Boys and Girls Club
director resigns after more than
18 years of lifting up disadvantaged youth.
“Working on behalf of
those that don’t have a voice has
been my charge,” Herbert
Murphy said. “ . . . so that they
will be able to develop a voice.”
Murphy recalled July 1,
1993, his first day on the job.
The theater “was about 120
d e g rees . I t looked tota lly
different then. They had
nothing.” He said it was so hot
that the kids begged to go
outside rather than stay in the
unventilated building.
He knew he had to change
things.
That fall, he asked the
Rotary Club, which donated
school supplies to the theater,
what else they could do for the
kids. The following year, the
Rotary Club awarded the Royal
Theater $20,000 for building
improvements.
Murphy used the funds to
install ceiling fans and redo the
library. “That was the start of it.
I just said, ‘Wow, I can do
this.’”
He said he found direction
and support from the Boys &
Girls Club America business
manuals
“You can’t do anything
without a plan.”
He used the information in
the manuals to guide him as he
set up core programs and made
inroads into the community.
“Light bulbs went off. It
was an explosion of possibilities. I just started writing all my
goals down.”
Murphy established a
b l u e pr int f or s ucc ess and

Herbert Murphy, director of the Royal Theater Boys and
Girls Club in Midtown wraps up more than 18 years of
service at the 2012 Kids Breakfast, Thursday, May 31.

“worked the plan.” He said he
looked at it at least once every
day and checked off accomplishments along the way.
Over the years, he focused
on being a good steward of
donated resources and making
the biggest impact, he said. He
never wanted to offer watereddown programs. Instead, he said
he stayed focused on success.
“Success means graduating
kids,” and “keeping them out of
the
juvenile
delinquency
system.” Murphy said graduating from high school has not
always been valued in the
Midtown community, but 100
percent of the students who participate in the Royal Theater’s
programs graduate.
Teens are drawn to the
theater by word of mouth.
“When a young person is
happy about a place they call
their own – their power base,
their place of sanctuary and

activity – they tell their friends.”
He attributed his success in
part to his gratitude and care for
others.
“The most cynical individual can still be influenced with a
genuine smile. . . If I genuinely
care for you, your cynicism
cannot outlast my smile.”
After a long career serving
the boys and girls of Midtown,
Murphy said he is now looking
for “new professional opportunities and challenges.” He is
relocating to Washington, D. C.
as a consultant.
“My plans are to take it one
day at a time on a new
adventure.” But he asks “the
community to keep up the great
work.”
“I want people to use the
example that I have demonstrated” - to build bridges between
those in need and those who
have the ability and willingness
to help.

Fairmount Park Children’s
Initiative Ends School Year On
A Positive Note

ST. PETERSBURG — As
the result of a visit to Harlem
Children’s Zone in Harlem,
New York, Pinellas County
School administrators and
co m m u n i t y m e m b e r s w e r e
inspired to change the world for
some local school children.
This new program would
pr o v i d e p r e - k i n d e rg a r t e n
through fifth grade students at
Fairmount Park Elementary
with much needed resources
and support to help them
improve their academic performances and behavior, while
inc r e a s i n g p a r e n t a l a n d
community involvement.
Partnerships were formed
with the school, the Juvenile
Welfare Board (JWB), the City
of St. Petersburg, and Pinellas
County Schools to help get the
new program off the ground.
With the belief that their
vision would stimulate
students’ passion for learning,
cultivate a positive learning
environment at home, and
bridge the gap between parents,
communities, and stakeholders
to the school, the Fairmount
Park Children’s Initiative was
launched.
The vision is becoming a
reality as evident at last week’s
end of the year awards
ceremony. The partners, along
with parents, students, and
teachers, filled the SPC Allstate
Center to capacity to honor the
many student achievements.
Students recited poems,
sang songs in Spanish,

performed martial arts, and celebrated the spirit of our heritage
before receiving their achievement awards.
The Fairmount Park
Children’s Initiative works with
97 students from 69 families.
“The program is geared to help
prepare students in three key
a r e a s , ” s a i d D r. M a r c i e
Biddleman of JWB, “school
readiness, school success, and
the prevention of malnutrition.”
“Parent involvement is key
to the success of the children,”
added Dr. Valerie Brimm,
di r e c t o r o f t h e O ff i c e o f
Strategic Partnerships, and
district leader for the initiative.
“We have conducted home
visits this school year to assist
with basic needs to help the
children with school success.
We also set up the iClass
Learning Center.”
iClass is an afterschool
learning center where the

children learn math, reading,
discovery, and life skills. These
classes will expand to seven
sites over the summer.
A martial arts after-school
program also has been added to
the initiative to help students
increase their focus in class and
improve overall behavior in and
outside of the classroom, selfrespect, and self-discipline.
The martial arts instructor
gives the lesson, and the
students begin practicing the
technique until they have
mastered it. This process is
similar to any classroom lesson
and homework assignment.
“This program isn’t just
about the destination, it’s the
journey,” says Cooper Dawson,
principal of Fairmount Park
E l e m e n t a r y. “ L o o k a t t h e
children’s faces, the smiles on
their faces. They’re learning and
they love it.”

James Weldon Johnson
Library Hosts Spelling Bee

ST. PETERSBURG – Hey
Kids! Brush up on your
spelling this summer and have
some fun at the library while
you do it.
Students who have
completed grades one through
six are invited to participate in
a Spelling Bee on Monday,
June 11 at 6 p.m. The event
will take place at James

Monday, June 11 at 6 p.m.

We ldon John s o n B ran ch
Library, located at 1059 18th
Ave. S., St. Petersburg.
The Spelling Bee is free
and there is no registration
required.
Participants will compete
in three different age groups.
The top three winners in each
age group will receive a gift
card donated by the Friends of

the Johnson Branch Library.
To practice for the Bee, a
list of study words can be
picked up at any St. Petersburg
Public Library or printed from
the Library’s website at
www.splibraries.org.
For more information,
contact the Johnson Branch
Librarian, 727-893-7213.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Top Ladies Of Distinction, Inc.
Honors Male Mentors
And Role Models

Community Spotlight
By Emma Cavin • Special to the Challenger

Ferlita Gail McNeill (Lisa)
Educator, Nurse, Mother, Military Leader, Entrepreneur

Top Teens and Former Top Teens with Top Ladies
L to R: Te'Kendria Green, DeAsia Robinson, Christopher Norton;
Lady Naomi Nesbitt; Lady Delores Wesley; Matthew Thompson;
Joseph Thompson; Dwaine Burton; and Danyelle Overstreet

ST. PETERSBURG —
Saturday, May 19 the St.
Petersburg Chapter of Top Ladies
of Distinction, Inc. (TLOD)
hosted its second in a series of
Recognition
Luncheons
honoring “Male Mentors & Role
Models.”
These are men who positively impact the lives of AfricanAmerican youth in St. Petersburg
and surrounding communities.
The event was held at the St.
Petersburg Marriott Clearwater
adjacent to the Carillon Center.
A “role model” is generally
any person who serves as an
example and whose behavior is
emulated, especially by younger
people. TLOD sought to honor
and recognize men with
exemplary qualities from “all
walks of life” who are revered for
sharing their time, knowledge,
and expertise to ensure the
success and well-being of our
youth.
Program Chairperson, Lady
Janice Lockridge Williams,
emphasized the importance of
mentoring all while showcasing
the noteworthy achievements,
unselfish dedication and tireless
commitment of outstanding role
models who were presented
plaques with warm embraces of
TLOD gratitude.
The 2012 Honorees were:
Mayor David Archie; Johnnie
Crawford, III; Dr. Goliath Davis;
Gregory Duckett; Leon Dunbar;
Dr. Kevin D. Gordon; Robert
Henderson; Watson Haynes;

LaShante Keys; Edwin Van; and
Rev. Willie Whiting.
Also recognized during the
event, were TLOD Lords and the
organization’s Top Teens of
America (TTA) youth protégés.
The Lords (Top Ladies’ spouses)
are also mentors and role models
in their own rights. The following
were recognized for their service
to Top Teens and the Chapter:
Lords Amers Ayers; Daniel
Bouldrick;
Philip
Faison;
Christopher
Norton;
Jesse
Nesbitt; Robert Stokes; William
Wesley; and Eddie Williams.
Top Teens were applauded in
recognition of their commitment
to excellence and dedication to
TLOD: Teens Dwaine Burton;
Charles Dorsey; Javonte Evans;
Te’Kendria Greene; Azania
Goodman; Houston GravesBarnes; Gary Graves-Barnes;
Danyelle Overstreet; Le’Zaire
Reese; India Srinivasa; Joseph
Thompson;
and
Matthew
Thompson.
Additionally, two former Top
Teens who are now college
students were in attendance and
awarded
Special
Gift
Recognitions – Chris Norton, Jr.,
and DeAsia Robinson (a junior
engineering student at USF, and a
sophomore Journalism student at
FAMU respectively).
Their surprise visits were
joyful testaments to the impact
that TLOD continues to have on
their lives; and moreover now, as
they are (themselves) among the
next generation of role models

and mentors. Their achievements
and attributes are worthy to be
emulated, especially by the
current Top Teens.
Luncheon attendees were
experientially favored with an
afternoon of sensational entertainment by up-and-coming local
female vocal group, “Ladyz,”
who provided a medley of superb
Whitney Houston renditions,
along with numerous pop, R&B
and soulful selections.
The program concluded with
acknowledgments by Chapter
President Lady Naomi Nesbitt,
who recognized TLOD members
of the St. Petersburg Chapter, and
graciously thanked everyone for
their continued support.
A
special sponsorship recognition
was presented to Roy James
Insurance Agency for its
generous
donations
with
matching
contributions
in
support of Top Teen of America
Scholarships.
Top Ladies of Distinction,
Inc. is a non-profit humanitarian
and service organization, headquartered in Texas with chapters
located throughout the United
States and Jamaica. Since its
inception in 1964, the organization has provided impeccable
service to enhance and enrich the
lives of countless youth and
adults through its five Major
Program Thrusts: Top Teens of
America; Status of Women;
Senior Citizens; Community
Beautification; and Community
Partnerships.
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“YOUR S OUTHSIDE LAWYER”
Arrested

Injured

• Drug Charges
• Assault and Battery
• Grand Theft
• Bad Checks
• Traffic Offenses
• Suspended Licenses
• Probation
• All other Criminal Charges

• Auto Accidents
• Motorcycle Accidents
• Bicycle Accidents
• Slip and Fall
• Wrongful Death
• Police Chases
• Police Brutality
• All other Injury Claims

Former Prosecutor
Former Insurance Company Attorney

Get cash for your injury claim.
We will investigate your auto accidents and personal
injury claims for free. You pay no fee unless we win!!!
James E. Flynn Jr.

“Call Your Southside Lawyer today”

727-490-6327
www.flynnlawoffices.com

During her early years growing up as the
oldest sister in a family of three brothers and
three sisters, Ferlita Gail McNeill, née
Branton, felt as it was perceived by her
siblings, that she was in charge. Just as they
do now, each of them sought her advice
before making decisions. It is no wonder,
therefore, that she became a leader in everything she attempted as an adult.
Ask anyone who knows McNeill and
you will be told about the way she entered
the world of work and foraged ahead through
challenge after challenge. Let them also tell
you how she successfully conquered every
single one of those challenges.
It all began in Tallahassee, where the
climate of the time and location did not make
it easy to rear a big family. Nevertheless,
Mr. and Mrs. Branton instilled in their
children the value of education, faith in God,
and self-reliance.
They required good manners and
diligence in their studies from all of their
children. None of their teachings were lost
on their children as they completed high
school, went on to the military, college, or
trade school.
McNeill went to the Army Reserves
School after high school. She was on active
duty for a number of months, and then she
went to college and into the reserves.
Following
graduation
from
the
University of South Florida with a degree in
nursing, McNeill began her new life as wife,
mother and nurse, as well as Army reservist.
Public Health Nursing was the nursing
position in which she worked for the longest
period of time. In that position, she was a
case manager and instructor for a variety of
health programs.
Among them were
diabetes care, asthma and other respiratory
ailments, family planning, and issues of
young women. She was employed by the
Pinellas County Health Department.
McNeill has also been a certified voca-

tional instructor for the Pinellas County
School Board, a dancer and dance instructor
within the community, a visual artist,
published author, and owner of a store and
art gallery.
While doing all of these things, McNeill
was parenting three children and serving as
an Army reservist. Her duties for the army
were varied and many, but she is especially
proud of her accomplishments as an instructor.
Her work has allowed Major Ferlita G.
McNeill to become the director of the very
school in which she trained. Her last
promotion placed her as the Director of
Instruction for the 4th Brigade, 10th
Battalion, and 108th HS with the 100th
Division of the Army Reserves. Major
McNeill served as a reservist for 25 years.
When it comes to parenting, McNeill
said, “I listened to my children, got to know
their friends and invited them over. We kept
communication open at all times. We just
talked about a lot of things. Keeping up with
their activities was the key to making sure
things went well at school. I was at their
activities, met their teachers, encouraged
their interests, but set some limits. I let them
know that they could always talk to me. And
even now, they can always come home.”
McNeill’s two daughters are a psychologist
and educator. Her son is a firefighter.
In addition to her BS degree in nursing,
McNeill also earned a masters degree from
National Louis University and a doctorate
from Argosy University. Sadly, with all of
the talent and knowledge she possesses,
health challenges have sidelined her and
forced her into an early retirement.
Like all other challenges she has faced,
McNeill relies on her faith to keep her
thinking positively and looking to other
horizons. She is a member of Faith
International Cathedral, where Pastor Ed
Franklin is the pastor.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Gibbs High School: Community’s
Brightest Beacon During Segregation

BY JON WILSON
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

ST. PETERSBURG - Gibbs
High School was a magnet, a
touchstone of pride, an answer to
those in wider St. Petersburg
who would ignore one of two
Pinellas County high schools
open to African-American
students. (The other was Pinellas
High in Clearwater).
Whites would cheer the
Gibbs High School band during
special occasions such as the
annual Festival of States parade
downtown. Otherwise, Gibbs
often was relegated to secondclass status, both officially and in
the eyes of the wider community.
The school made do with
tattered, used books and perhaps
a single Bunsen burner for
several chemistry classes.
I was as bad as every other
white kid. I went to Dixie Hollins
High School (Class of ’63) – yes,
the Rebels with the Confederate
flag – and yes, I cheered when
the football team came out to the
tune of “Dixie.”
I thought Gibbs was where
“colored kids” went and that it
wasn’t any of my business. I did
not talk to a person of color until
I met Norman Jackson, my
physical education professor at
St. Petersburg Junior College.
That was in 1965, and I still think
of him. Sometimes we had lunch
together at a drive-up on Central
Avenue that was probably segregated a year or two earlier.
I did not talk to a peer until
my Army years, when young
men of all backgrounds came
together in United States service.
That was in 1966. I was 21 years
old, even then interested in local
history, and yet had not talked to
any one whose forebears had
helped build St. Petersburg.
Years later, Minson Rubin
(Gibbs, Class of ’63) befriended
me. He is an historian. He was a
superb high school athlete and a
coach for years in the Pinellas
County school system. We talked
and laughed together. We reminisced about sports back in the
day. A basketball player, Mr.
Rubin told me about the practice
sessions the Gibbs team held

Courtesy of

Photograph courtesy of Norman Jones II.

Gibbs Gladiators circa 1950.

Wednesday, June 13 - Hey Kids! Meet Rays
player Matt Joyce at the St. Petersburg Main
Library, 3745 9th Ave. N. at noon as the Rays
kick off their “Reading with the Rays” program
for school-age children. The Tampa Bay Rays
have teamed up with the Tampa Bay Times
“Newspaper in Education” program, the Rays
Foundation, Advantica and Pinellas Public
Library Cooperative to sponsor a program
designed to encourage kids to keep reading
during the summer.
Saturday, June 16 — Powerful Young Adults
Inc. will be hosting “The Stop the Violence
Initiative.” This youth event is designed to stop
teen violence, reduce teen pregnancy and give
economic empowerment during the summer
months. This event will provide job training,
resume writing and employment for youth ages
14-21. For more information call 727-441-9430
or register online at powerfulyoungadults.org

Photograph courtesy of City of St. Petersburg

with my friends at Dixie Hollins.
This was in the early 1960s when
St. Petersburg was just tip-toeing
out of strict segregation. We have
talked about how we might have
been friends had we gone to the
same school – or been allowed to
— even though I know Minson
was much cooler than I!
A dozen years ago, I met the
late Rosalie Peck, a beautiful and
elegant woman who grew up in
the Twenty-Second Street South
neighborhood. I literally sat at
her feet for hours, listening to her
stories. They dated to the 1920s.
We wrote two books together.
She gave me lessons on how to
dress up when we went to book

Gibbs High School circa 1966.

signings. I miss her still.
I meant to write this column
just about Gibbs High School
and how and why it is important
to St. Petersburg history. Then I
went off on a tangent and just
wanted to talk about life – and
how friendships can grow in
unexpected ways and surprising
places.
Sometimes
stories
exchanged are the basis of these
life-giving experiences.
Such is one of the purposes
of the ongoing AfricanAmerican Heritage Project.
Mayor Bill Foster started it, and
city
historic
preservation
planners such as Aimee Angel,
Kimberly Hinder, and Rick

McAulay are working hard with
a citizens’ committee. We are
creating ways to commemorate
important people, places and
events in our city’s AfricanAmerican history. We think it
will draw our city closer, help its
people know and understand not
only their own stories but the
stories of those who may have
had different life experiences.
We want to hear your stories.
We want to share them. If you
have one, you can email Hinder
at Kimberly.Hinder@stpete.org,
or call me at 727-488-3382.
Meanwhile, I promise to
write more about Gibbs next
week.

Group Honors Caribbean-American
Heritage Month

TAMPA — In 2006, the
United States government
declared June as National
Caribbean-American Heritage
Month. Six years later, the
Caribbean Community
Association (CCA) is still
honoring the spirit of this month
in June and all year long through
various programs and services.
The
CCA
promotes
Caribbean culture and builds
coalitions with all Caribbean
n a t i v e s , their Ca ribbea nAmerican descendents and the
greater community at large. This
local Caribbean-American
organization provides programs
in Tampa Bay and outreach
programs and services in
Caribbean countries.
Pasco County teacher Evie
Larmond started Project READ
to advance literacy efforts in
Jamaica. Despite being hundreds
of miles away, teachers have
access to workshops and information that address reading
abilities, developing early readers
and helping those who are strug-

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

gling.
Another successful CCA
program is the Math Tutorial
Project. With sponsorships from
JP Morgan & C h as e, t h e
Community Foundation of
Tampa Bay and the University of
South Florida, the organization
has helped local students with
their math skills. In addition to
providing individualized instruction in all areas of math, tutors
have prepared students for standardized tests such as the FCAT,
SAT and ACT.
The Hea l t h Ou t reach
program also provides health
education and services to local
children as well as those in the
Caribbean islands. Services
include education in disease prevention and wellness, screenings
for early detection of diseases
and vaccinations to prevent
childhood diseases.
These services are provided
by a team of practicing and
retired nurses and doctors who
travel to remote regions of the
Caribbean and offer their

Ongoing - BalanceDiet will be offering FOUR
FREE SEMINARS throughout the summer
geared towards kids and teens ages 9-17. The
seminars will be held simultaneously at the St.
Petersburg and Ft. Myers BalanceDiet
locations, from 2-3 p.m. on June 22, July 6, July
27, and August 17. St. Petersburg Location:
1700 66th Street N. Suite 405.
Ongoing - Can you spare just two hours a week
to help a senior in need? Neighborly Care
Network needs volunteer drivers to help deliver
Meals on Wheels to the frail and homebound.
For more information about volunteer opportunities, please call 727-573-9444, ext 291
Ongoing - Enroll now! Summer Peace Camp at
Happy Workers Learning Center, Inc. 920 19th
St S, St. Petersburg. Call 727 894 5337. Starts
June 11 for 10 weeks. 6:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. daily.
Free T shirt! Fun planned activities indoors and
outdoors to encourage health, education, the
arts, recreation and tenacity of spirit! Breakfast,
lunch and afternoon snack daily. CCC
accepted. Free slots for 23 children if parents
are eligible and meet financial criteria.

The following job is currently available:

• Sailing Coach #11396

National Caribbean-American Heritage Month

services.
Founded in 1991 by a group
of dedicated Caribbean immigrants, the CCA works to bring
widespread awareness and preservation of the culture and character
native to the Caribbean islands.
“Part of being a strong
community is knowing where
your roots are from. Using our
resources to help the local
community as well as the
Caribbean islands not only helps

us grow as individuals, but also
strengthens our community,”
says Khaleelah Abdul-Kareem,
public relations officer with
CCA.
The CCA meets at 7 p.m. on
the third Friday of every month.
Their meeting takes place at the
UACDC Building located at
14013 North 22nd St., Tampa.
For more information, visit
their website at www.ccaa91.org
or call (813) 224-0484.

For information regarding the above job, please go to
http://employment.usf.edu/applicants/Central?quickFind=59258
or visit the USFSP Human Resources Office at,
140 Seventh Avenue S., BAY 206, St. Petersburg, FL.
USFSP is an EO/Equal Access Institution. Welcoming...Diverse...Inclusive

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed???

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience
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COMMUNITY NEWS

LET’S TALK LAW
BY JACQLYN F. BRYANT, ESQ.
SPECIAL TO THE CHALLENGER

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

Encyclopedia of World Biography

Bayard Rustin

Understanding SSD

When it comes to Social Security Disability
(SSD) benefits, I have learned that many people
wonder: “Am I disabled?” Some people mistakenly believe that if they are physically unable to
work, they automatically qualify for benefits,
and unfortunately, that is not always true.
In a nuts hell, the Social Se curity
Administration defines disability as being
unable to participate in any “substantial gainful
activity” (SGA) due to some medically determined physical or mental impairment which
can be expected to result in death or which will
last for a continuous period of 12 months or
more.
Based on this definition, the Social Security
Administration (SSA) will look at several areas
to determine whether you are “disabled” in its
eyes; it is generally a five-step process:
Are you working?
If you are working and earning more than a
certain amount each month (amount changes
from year to year), the SSA will not likely
consider you to be disabled. For 2012, you
cannot make more than $1,010.00/month.
Is your condition severe?
Your medical condition must significantly
limit your ability to do basic work activities—
such as walking, sitting and remembering—for

at least one year. If your medical condition is
not that severe, SSA will not likely consider
you disabled.
Is y o u r co n d i t i o n o n t h e L i s t o f
Impairments?
The SSA has a List of Impairments that
describes medical conditions that are considered so severe that they automatically mean that
you are disabled as defined by law.
Can you do the work you did before?
The SSA will decide if your condition
prevents you from being able to do the work
you did before. If it does not, the SSA will
decide that you are not disabled.
Can you do any other type of work?
The SSA will look to see if you are able to
do ANY other work based on your medical
condition, age, education, and any skills you
may have. If you can do other work, the SSA
will decide that you are not disabled.
As always, it is important to contact a
qualified attorney if you have questions concerning a denial or reconsideration of Social
Security Disability benefits.
If you would like to know more about this
topic; have questions; or just want to say hello;
please email me at Jacqlyn.Esq@gmail.com. I
would love to hear from you!

Florida Library Youth Program
Begins June 11

ST. PETERSBURG — It’s
hot outside but there are cool
things happening at the St.
Petersburg Public Library as the
summer Florida Library Youth
program (FLYP) begins June 11.
This year’s theme, Dream
Big READ! Discover Dewey,
will challenge young minds to
read, dream and discover the
treasure trove of stories, information and fun awaiting them
at the library.
This summer’s FLYP
program has a full schedule of
events, beginning June 11
t h ro u gh A ugus t 4, which
includes story times, puppet
shows, films, crafts and special
presentations. Young readers
who successfully complete a
reading game will receive a
prize and an invitation to the
end of summer party.
Beth
Lindsay,
Youth
Services Coordinator says, “The
l i b ra ry’s s um mer rea ding
program is a great way to keep

One of 12 children, Bayard
Rustin was born March 17, 1910, in
West Chester, Pennsylvania, a small
town near Philadelphia where the
Quakers had established a colony of
black freedmen before the Civil
War. After graduating from West
Chester High School as an honor
student and three-letter star athlete,
he drifted about the United States
doing odd jobs and periodically
studying history and literature at
Cheney State Teachers College and
Wilberforce University.
In the mid-1930s, seeking an
organization that shared his opposition to war and racism, he joined the
Young Communist League (YCL).
In 1938 he moved to Harlem as an
organizer for the league, enrolling in
the City College of New York and
earning his livelihood by singing in
nightclubs with Josh White and
Huddie Ledbetter (“Leadbelly”).
In 1941 Rustin left the YCL
and began a 12-year association
with the Fellowship of
Reconciliation (FOR), a pacifist,
religious organization devoted to
solving world problems through
nonviolent means. As the FOR
youth secretary, and then as director
of its Department of Race
Relations, Rustin served as an
organizer for A. Philip Randolph’s
1941 March on Washington.

The demonstration convinced
President Franklin D. Roosevelt to
issue Executive Order 8802, which
stipulated that all employers and
unions with government defense
contracts must cease racial discrimin a t i o n a n d e s t a b l i s h e d a
Committee on Fair Employment
Practices to enforce the order. The
following year, with James Farmer,
he helped to form the Congress of
Racial Equality (CORE) to
challenge Jim Crow by nonviolent
direct action.
After the end of World War II
Rustin became chairman of the Free
India Committee and later went to
India to study the Gandhi
movement’s nonviolent civil disobedience. In 1947 he organized a
Journey of Reconciliation to 15
cities in the South to publicize segregation in interstate transportation
and to encourage African
Americans to insist on the rights
they had won in the courts. Arrested
in North Carolina, Rustin served 22
days on a chain gang.
Joining Martin Luther King, Jr.
first in the 1955 bus boycott in
Montgomery, Alabama, Rustin
served for a half dozen years as a
special assistant to King and played
a major role in planning the establishment of the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference (SCLC). A
master logistician, Rustin organized
many of the key civil rights demonstrations of the late 1950s and early
1960s, and A. Philip Randolph
again turned to him to orchestrate

the massive March on Washington
for Jobs and Freedom of August 28,
1963.
In 1964, in the largest civil
rights demonstration ever, he
mobilized a boycott of the New
York City public schools to protest
racial imbalance. The eruption of
violent race riots in the African
American ghettoes of the nation and
the emergence of the Black Power
movement in the mid-1960s,
however, forced Rustin from the
forefront of African American
protest and demonstrations.
In his nearly half a century
struggle for peace, civil rights, and
economic justice, Rustin was
arrested more than 20 times.
Despite these achievements, Rustin
was silenced, threatened, arrested,
beaten, imprisoned and fired from
important leadership positions,
largely because he was an openly
gay man in a fiercely homophobic
era. Rustin never softened his principles and passed away in New
York City of a heart attack August
24, 1987.

‘Breaking The Silence;
Let’s Fight Against AIDS’

Dream Big READ! June 11—Aug 4

children reading while school is
out. The story times and special
programs entice children to
make reading an ‘I-want-to’
experience.”
Special programs include
“Razzmatazz” featuring Lowell
Tausik, ventriloquist, juggler
and magician and “Drumming
Circle” with Steve Turner, from

Giving Tree Music, leading the
whole audience in creating and
“catching the beat!”
All programs are free and
open to the public, but arrive
early as space is limited!
For times and locations,
pick up a FLYP calendar at your
local library or visit the library’s
website, www.splibraries.org.

www.TheWeeklyChallengerNewspaper.com

Call Dianne Speights
Independent Sales Director

727-403-0144 or
727-866-6621

ST. PETERSBURG — The
I n t e r n a t i o n a l P e o p l e ’s
Democratic Uhuru Movement
(InPDUM) is sponsoring another
in a series of African Community
Self Defense information
sessions this Sunday, June 10, at
4 p.m.
The program is entitled
“Breaking the Silence; Let’s
Fight Against AIDS,” and the
guest speakers will be retired
nurse Alma Kicklighter and
Pinellas County Health
Department representative
Dontae Ross.
The presenters will key in on
the issue of how AIDS and HIV
are affecting the African
American community at
alarming rates. This subject is not
addressed very often in the

African American community;
however, this program is an
attempt to begin a serious attack
on the escalating cases of the
disease in the community.
President Princess Williams
commented on the pending information session: “We are happy to
be in front of this discussion
about AIDS and HIV in the
African community. It has such a
devastating impact on our
people; we feel this will be
important information in the
context of our African
Community Self Defense
Campaign (ACSDC) where we
will try to educate the
community and get Africans
involved in political life. This is a
program every family needs to
hear.”

In addition, Ms. Kicklighter
will provide free and confidential
AIDS testing at the conclusion of
the information session.
The session is free and open
to the public.
For more information, please
contact the International People’s
Democratic Uhuru Movement at
727-851-3659 or email stpeteinpdum@yahoo.com.
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ENTERTAINMENT
Around Town

Stompin’ At The Vinoy
With The Jazz Xperience

Azalea Elementary is excited about reading.

DC Car Care and Mobile Detailing.

As the great jazz singer Fats Waller would
say: “The joint was really jumpin’.” And that it
was on the very first day of the hurricane season,
June 1. Phil Provenzano and the Jazz Xperience
were performing in concert at the Renaissance
Vinoy Resort and Golf Club, downtown St.
Petersburg. This is a jazz quintet that really
swings.
Phil Provenzano, leader of the Jazz
Xperience, plays flugelhorn by night and during
the day operates his own business as financial
planner and insurance agent.
On baritone sax, Dickie Rumore blows a
mean horn brilliantly weaving in and out of
Provenzano solos. Wouldn’t you know it, but
Rumore also operates his own business — a
music shop.
There’s hardly a keyboard player in the
Tampa Bay area that’s any better than Richard
“Stretch” Bruyn. All-night long he was comping
on chords that were rich and mellow.
Joe Bencomo kicked it on drums, providing
fellow band members the correct tempo, and
keeping them right on time. Piano repairman
Billy Pillucere worked the bass fiddle like
nobody’s business. Throughout the evening he
was walking his bass and spreading out some
well thought out chords.
The quintet’s set list placed emphasis on
West Coast Jazz which is often seen as a subgenre of “Cool” jazz, which is a more reserved
style compared to Bebop or Straight-ahead jazz.
In their music, one could hear influences of
Chet Baker, Gerry Mulligan, Shorty Rogers, Stan
Getz, et al. However, since the musicians are by
no means newcomers, they also included concert

tunes representative of some other jazz icons,
such as Lou Donaldson, Miles Davis, Kenny
Clarke and others.
Formed as a group some 20 years ago by
Provenzano, Jazz Xperience has performed in
jazz clubs all over the Tampa Bay area. Their
sounds have echoed through the halls of places
such as the Clearwater Jazz Holiday, Academy of
the Lakes Jazz Festival, Tampa Museum of Art,
the Carrollwood Cultural Center and other such
venues.
Individually, members of the group have had
the honor of performing with top jazz personalities such as Tal Farlow, Herb Ellis, John LaPorta,
Manfredo Fest, Billy Cobham, Ira Sullivan, John
Allred, Richie Cole, and many, many others.
The Jazz Xperience plays extremely well
together with the blend of the two horn instruments: baritone saxophone and flugelhorn. The
two-horn format is certainly a challenging one,
but Provenzano and Rumore share extensive
playing time giving them a thorough understanding of the way they play together.
In addition to being decent improvisers on
their instruments, Provenzano and Rumore sound
like they’re having a ball making jazz music.
It’s been awhile since I last heard Richard
“Stretch” Bruyn tickling the keys. He has a style
that hones in on the material and successfully
captures the sentiment of each tune.
With accompanist Joe Bencomo on drums
and Billy Pillucere on bass, the three of them
perform unswerving and rhythmically relaxed in
their interpretation of the tunes.
It was a great concert and the audience left
the venue completely satisfied.

To view schedule
of events visit:
www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com
For additional information
call 727-866-1844 or
email jazzjamm@aol.com

Tiana Martinelli, middle, enjoys her 1st Birthday Party.

8 12 6

PICK OF THE WEEK!
Working out with Phillip Haywood at Lake Vista Rec Center.

945
771
608

CA$H 3
DOG DAYS

You can’t have a bunch of teenagers in a room without a dance breaking out.

5-7 1-5
2-8 3-4
7-3 8-1

NEW DJ LINE-UP • JUNE 2012
7 AM - 12 NOON Maurice in the Morning
12 NOON - 2 PM & Weekends Sister Dianne Hughes
3 PM - 7 PM Brother Michael Walker
7 PM - 11 PM Coco Brother / 11 PM - 7 AM Joe Simian
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BEYOND THE BAY
Black Groups Launch
Anti-Hazing Campaign

BY SUZANNE GAMBOA
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Alarmed by the recent hazing death
of a Florida A&M University band
student, a coalition of black fraternities and sororities joined with civil
rights leader Al Sharpton and others
in pledging to work harder to end
the practice.
Leaders of the coalition told
reporters last Thursday that the type
of hazing to which Florida A&M
drum major Robert Champion Jr.
was subjected before he died has
persisted as a rite of passage despite
the various actions their individual
groups previously have taken to
address the problem.
“We no longer can treat it as a
series of isolated and unrelated sets
of unfortunate incidences,’’ said
Jimmy Hammock, president of Phi
Beta Sigma Fraternity Inc., which
heads up the coalition.
“It’s almost as if someone has
tattooed in their brain this is the way
to be accepted,’’said Rep. Frederica
Wilson, D-Fla., who said her antihazing efforts earned her the
nickname “Haze Buster’’ when she
served as a regional director of
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc., of
which she also is a member.
The coalition has invested an
initial $25,000 to launch a national
campaign that will include radio ads
on ESPN, print advertising, an Aug.
11 town hall on hazing at the
Marriott Executive Center in
Charlotte, N.C., and a National
Anti-Hazing Day on Sept. 6.
Under a bill Wilson is drafting,
students would permanently lose

Al Sharpton

eligibility for financial aid if they are
convicted of hazing under state law,
or are officially sanctioned by a
college or university for hazing. The
bill also would require states to
enact felony criminal hazing
statutes or lose transportation
funding.
Ricky L. Jones, political
science professor at the University
of Louisville and author of a book
on hazing in black fraternities, said
the campaign may be the first to
address hazing in black groups on a
national level and is needed because
there has not been enough outrage
among blacks over deaths and
injuries related to hazing
“I’m worried about preservation of lives of students,’’ he said.
Eliminating organizations where
hazing occurs gets rid of a threat to
students’lives, he said.
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority
president Cynthia Butler-McIntyre,
chair of the National Pan Hellenic
Council, an umbrella group of black
Greek organizations, said in a letter
that more far-reaching efforts are
warranted because hazing is “so

deeply ingrained into the culture’’of
college life.
“Despite all of our efforts, we
have not reached a zero level of
hazing, to our great dismay,’’ButlerMcIntyre’s letter said.
The coalition’s campaign
clearly hits themes intended to
resonate with young black people.
Print advertisements will feature
black-and-white photos of athletes
from years past, standing with
trophies, in line or in a locker room
with blood that appears to have been
spattered on the lens of the camera
when the photos were shot.
“Let’s Not Beat the Life Out of
a Beautiful Legacy,’’ say the ads,
some which include black student
athletes.
“Since we were enslaved we
fought for a right to read and write
and educate. We didn’t come to the
21st century with an African
American president and now decide
that we are going to inflict pain
rather than exult ourselves with educational excellence,’’ Sharpton, a
member of Phi Beta Sigma, said in a
videotaped statement.

Foreign Firms Get Big Break
Under Nigeria’s New Oil Law

NIGERIA (GIN) — Nigeria’s
long-awaited oil reform bill is a
Christmas stocking stuffed with
goodies for the multinational oil
companies who have been feasting
for years on the nation’s rich
supply of crude oil.
Provisions that would have
forced the government to publish
how much oil it pumps and all the
payments it receives from oil firms
— in an industry where secrecy is
blamed for corruption — have
been stripped from the bill.
“I expect the petroleum
industry to be happy. I expect
many Nigerians to be upset,” said
Pedro Van Meurs, an oil and gas
expert, in a press interview.
The Petroleum Industry Bill,
stuck in committee since 2009,
was fast-tracked this year by
President Goodluck Jonathan.
Under the new law, anyone who
“interferes” with the oil minister
will be fined or imprisoned. And it
allows the oil minister and the
directors of state institutions to

receive gifts, which will not please
civil society groups calling for an
end to graft.
Meanwhile, tempers are
flaring over the failure of President
Jonathan to punish those who
orchestrated the $6.8 billion fuel
subsidy scam, uncovered in a
probe whose findings were
released last month.
“We just cannot continue with
this kind of massive corruption —
especially in a sector that is very
important to the stability of this
economy” warned financial
analyst Bismarck Rewane.
Professors at Ahmadu Bello
University picked up the warning.
In a press release posted last week,
they expressed “shock, profound
indignation and total condemnation of all individuals, corporate
firms and government agencies or
departments that connived to
defraud the government and
people of hundreds of billions
between 2009 and 2011 in the
name of fuel subsidy claims.”

Nigerian President
Goodluck Jonathan

“This despicable and ungodly
act has visited incalculable
damage on the Nigerian economy,
threatening the survival of millions
of our countrymen and pushing
our nation to the edge of near
moral and financial bankruptcy.”
“We, as concerned citizens of
this country, have decided we
cannot afford the luxury of
remaining silent on a matter which
endangers the survival of our
country.”

FAMU Alumna Wins $10K
Elevator Pitch Contest

TALLAHASSEE — One
year after watching other
en t r e p r e n e u r s p i t c h t h e i r
business ideas in the Black
Enterprise $10,000 Elevator
Pitch contest, Florida A&M
University (FAMU) alumna
Ebonee Rudolph decided to
compete and won.
Rudolph, whose pen name
is Ebonee Monique, is the
owner of the boutique ghostwriting firm “Mama I Want to
Write!” In 60 seconds, in front
of a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1 , 5 0 0
pe o p l e , a n d o n h e r 3 0 t h
birthday (May 24), Monique
convinced celebrity judges at
the annual Black Enterprise
Entrepreneurs Conference and
Expo in Chicago, Ill. that her
business was worth the investment.
“Last year, I was watching
this elevator pitch from the
audience, said Monique. “I am
overjoyed to be able to see my

growth as a business owner
and to have received such
great feedback from my
pitch!”
The feedback she has
received since winning the
competition has been positive
for Monique and her company.
Soon she will be featured on
the Michael Baisden Show as
the “Business of the Week,”
which recognizes companies
with a proven track record of
success. Baisden was one of
three celebrity judges in the
Black Enterprise $10,000
Elevator Pitch contest.
Monique is a native of
Tampa, and a 2004 FAMU
graduate of the School of
Journalism and Graphic
Communication, where she
earned a bachelor’s degree in
public relations. She is the
daughter of former Tampa Bay
Buccaneer Council Rudolph,
Jr. and Anne Rudolph.

FAMU alumna Ebonee
Monique won the Black
Enterprise $10,000 Elevator
Pitch contest.

For more information
ab o u t “ M a m a I Wa n t t o
Write!” contact Monique at
info@mamaiwanttowrite.com
or call 850-264-6526.

Semi-Naked Portrait Of
South African Leader Sparks
Firestorm Of Indignation

SOUTH AFRICA (GIN)
— Smoldering anger over a full
length painting of South
African President Jacob Zuma,
with his genitals exposed, has
forced a confrontation between
those who support free expression and those who see racism
“alive and well and living on
the tips of the tongues of most
white South Africans.”
“The Spear,” by satirical
artist Brett Murray, had been
hanging at the Goodman
Gallery until the gallery
owners removed all of
Murray’s works last Tuesday,
bowing to growing pressure
from ANC loyalists and others.
At a march last week by
thousands of ANC supporters,
handwritten
signs
read:
“President Zuma has a right to
human dignity and privacy,’
“We say no to abuse of Artistic
expression,” and “Draw your
white father naked, not our
president.”
The painting – which forms
part of Murray’s “Hail to the
Thief II” exhibition – has
already been sold.
Buti Manamela, national
s e c r e t a r y o f t h e Yo u n g
Communist League, weighed

“The Spear,” by satirical artist Brett Murray.

in, saying: “The movement has
always promoted freedom of
expression, but you cannot
denigrate important figures.”
Ferial Haffajee, editor of
City Press that carried the
picture, fired back: “We take
down the image in the spirit of
peacemaking – it is an olive
branch. But the debate must not
end here and we should all turn
this into a learning moment, in
the interest of all our freedoms.
“Of course, the image is
coming down from fear too. I’d
be silly not to admit that. The
atmosphere is like a tinderbox:

City Press copies went up in
flames on Saturday; I don’t
want any more newspapers
burnt in anger.”
City Press’ stance had an
unlikely defender in Julius
Malema, the expelled president
of the ANC’ youth wing.
Malema said he intended to
buy two copies, explaining:
“Banning newspapers simply
because we disagree with them,
and boycotting them on the
basis of believing that our conception of truth is absolute,
poses a real threat to our
democracy.”

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!
TELL THEM YOU SAW THEIR AD IN
THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER!

New Nation Faces Slew Of Problems In Its First Year

SOUTH SUDAN (GIN) —
S o m e $4 billion of public
money has gone missing from
the treasury of South Sudan,
creating a crisis for the popular
president Salva Kiir Mayardit.
In a letter sent to some 75
former and present government
officials, Kiir begged for the
return of the funds and blasted
those who “forgot what we
fought for” in the liberation war.
“Many of our friends died for
freedom, justice and equality,”
he said, “yet once we got to
power, we began to enrich
ourselves at the expense of the
people.”

“Most of these funds have
been taken out of the country,”
he surmised, “and deposited in
foreign accounts. Some have
purchased properties, often paid
in cash.”
Over half of the estimated
$4 billion was diverted by the
infamous grain scandal, where
large orders of sorghum were
ordered but never delivered or
distributed. Hundreds of grain
stores, to be used in emergencies, were also paid for but not
built.
Me anwhi l e, s o m e 2 2
colleges and private universities, formerly run by Khartoum

in the north, have been closed
by the Minister of Higher
Education.
“There are so many challenges to higher education in
South Sudan, including weak
standards at a school level, poor
infrastructure, a shortage of
academic staff, the lack of
funding for science and technology research… There are few
university places for those that
want to study,” said John Akec,
vice chancellor of the
University of Northern Bahr El
Ghazal.
“The South Sudanese government’s priorities are on

primary and secondary
education - the focus is especially on the education of girls,”
said Tony Calderbank, of the
British Council in South Sudan.
About 80 percent of the South
Sudanese population is illiterate.
Part of the challenge is to
standardize the language in
wh i c h s c h o o l c h i l d r e n a r e
taught. South Sudan has chosen
English as its state language, but
many schools still teach in
Arabic - the language favored
by Sudan before independence.

President Salva Kiir Mayardit
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Tahrell Jones
Named
Valedictorian
At Lakewood
High School

BY PHILLIP
HAYWOOD JR.
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

ST. PETERSBURG
—
The
Lakewood
Spartans athletic program
has a rich history when it
comes to producing great
athletes. In the 1970s we
saw David Booze and
Tron Armstrong go on to
have brief NFL careers;
and in the 1980s, Ernest
Givens put Lakewood on
the map with his superior
football skills and his
long NFL career.
We could go on and
on, but let’s focus on the
2011-2012 school year. It
has proven not to be a disappointment
with
Valedictorian
Tahrell
Jones. He was a two year
varsity starter and also
ran track.
Jones boasts a 1300
SAT score along with a
weighted 4.3 GPA. He
plans to attend the
University of Central
Florida on an academic
scholarship with intentions to walk on the
football team. Currently
he has his eyes set on
majoring in biology.
Jones started playing
youth league football
with the Gibbs Junior
Gladiators under Paul
Haywood who laid the
fundamental
groundwork. However, Jones
says,
“The
biggest
influence among my
coaches
was
Rod
Williams, who took the
time to mentor me and
instill positive morals and
values.”

Tahrell Jones

Not having to work as
hard as most, Jones does
not considering himself a
typical Valedictorian, “I
hung out with my friends
at the park, however, I
learned how to prioritize
and make good use of my
time. Family also played
a role in my academic
success.” He continued,
“God and school, are very
important to me as well.”
Talent seems to run in
the family with Jones’
father being a very good
football player in his day,
and his brother now is a
starting cornerback at
Carson Newman College
in Jefferson City, Tenn.
Jones is a terrific role
model for any student
who wants to excel and
get the most out of life.
Whether in sports or
academics, he is a shining
example of what hard
work and determination
can produce.
Even though Pinellas
County has the dubious
distinction of having the
worst African-American
male graduating rate in
Florida, we can all look to
Tahrell Jones and have
hope.
Thank you Tarvin
Jones Sr. and Ife DavisBailey for producing one
of St. Pete’s finest.

Former Light
Middleweight
Champion
Winky Wright
Has Retired

The
40-year-old
Wright (51-6-1, 25 KOs)
lost his first fight in three
years
last
Saturday,
dropping a unanimous
decision to Peter “Kid
Chocolate” Quillin at
Home Depot Center in
Carson, Calif.
Wright had fought
just once since losing to
Bernard Hopkins in July
2007. He hasn’t won a
bout since December
2006, going 1-3-1 in his
last five fights.
Wright’s co-promoter
announced his retirement
Tuesday.
Wright was one of the
best defensive fighters of
his era, using discipline
and strategy to block
punches with his socalled
“turtle
shell”
defense.
The St. Petersburg

Winky

native began his career
frequently fighting in
Europe, but he reigned at
154 pounds from 200104, earning wins over
Sugar Shane Mosley and
Felix Trinidad.

Nicole Lyons Throttles To Top Ten Ranking In
NHRA Top Sportsman D2

ATLANTA — Nicole Lyons,
female NHRA Race Car Driver, is
midway into the coveted 2012 NHRA
Top Sportsman Division 2 series and is
ranked in the top ten.
Lyons gained 30 points in her
Norwalk, Ohio race last month, putting
her currently in the number 10 slot out
of 28 racers per the NHRA website.
This roadster plans to race in her home
division June 22-23, at the Atlanta
Dragway with the hopes to gain
momentum to the top position of the
series.
“I am so happy to be ranked in the
Top Ten midway into the season, especially after missing two events due to
our new engine being built. Having the
crank shaft break in my old engine
during a test session in South Carolina

was a bit of a setback but it really speaks
volumes for our team being able to
bounce back. I believe after our next
NHRA race in June, we can bump our
way into the Top 5 and then go after the
2012 championship. If any team can do
it, it’s our team,” Lyons states.
Recently, Lyons has added Royal
Purple and Steve Schmidt Racing
Engines to her list of sponsors for this
season. Lyons is the only woman
currently racing NHRALucas Oil Drag
Racing Series Top Sportsman Division
2 and the only African American
woman to have raced NHRA Top
Sportsman.
“I’m thankful to have Royal Purple
and Steve Schmidt in my corner and
their products has excellent performance,” Lyons comments.

Standing 5’6”, this exotic beauty,
has been a part of the National Hot Rod
Association since 2005; it was her
previous record-breaking performance
that gained her the membership of
NHRA.
Lyons is one of the few drag racers
that have the ability to build and design
her own engines. Lyons is also known
for her stunning role on SPEED
network’s “Car Warriors.”
Nicole Lyons has already been
featured on several news outlets
including NBC Nightly News w/ Brian
Williams, FOX, CBS, Tyra Banks,
Drag Illustrated Magazine, RIDES
Magazine, G4TV, and many more.
She is what critics are calling “The
Jackie Robinson of Drag Racing.”

Shaquem Griffin
Named Pinellas County
Male Track Athlete
Of The Year

L-R, Shaquem Griffin, Lidell Golden and Shaquill Griffin.

BY PHILLIP
HAYWOOD JR.
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

ST. PETERSBURG — All
Shaquem Griffin did was win no matter
where the track meets were held. How
could he not be chosen as the best track
athlete in Pinellas County?
Griffin won all the major meets by
out jumping everyone including his
brother Shaquill, which in most meets
were rival competitors. Let’s not forget
to mention that Shaquem is a two-sport
athlete with track, starting as a result of
his father, Terry Griffin, wanting him to
stay in shape for football.
Shaqeum seem to perfect his craft
by winning the Class 2A Triple Jump
title by leaping 48 feet and 4 inches. He
and Shaquill also won the 4x4 meter

relay at the state track championship
several weeks ago.
It is extremely difficult to write
about one brother without writing about
the other. These two brothers really
thrive on being competitive. I remember
coaching these young men in youth
league football, and that competitive fire
that they possessed then has really intensified over the years.
Not only do the Griffin twins excel
in track and the gridiron, they both hold
down 3.6 and 3.7 GPAs.
These two still have another year
left, and with the performances they’ve
cranked out thus far, look for them to
rewrite some track records and make a
multitude of splash plays on the football
field.
Let’s keep a watchful eye on the
Shaquem and Shaquill in the 2012-2013
school year.

Boxer Shane Mosley
Announces Retirement
On Twitter

(AP) — Boxer “Sugar” Shane
Mosley is retiring, ending a career in
which he won titles in three different
weight classes, beat Oscar De La Hoya
twice and never was knocked out.
The 40 year old announced on Twitter
that he was hanging up his gloves, saying
he “loved every moment of it. Win, lose or
draw.”
Mosley lost three of his last four
fights, including a dreary bout against
Manny Pacquiao in May 2011 in which he
mostly seemed to be avoiding the Filipino
star in the ring.
His last fight was May 5 on the
undercard of the fight between Floyd
Mayweather and Miguel Cotto. Mosley
lost a lopsided decision to rising Mexican
star Canelo Alvarez.
The loss dropped his record to 46-8-1.
Mosley began boxing at age 8 and
wound up winning three U.S. Amateur
titles and a bronze medal at the 1990
Goodwill Games.

His professional career peaked when
he won the WBC welterweight title by
beating De La Hoya in 2000 before
besting the popular fighter again in 2003
to claim the light middleweight title.
Mosley also won the IBF lightweight belt
in 1997 and was chosen fighter of the year
by the Boxing Writers Association of
America.
Shane Mosley

The only African-American
woman to have raced NHRA
Top Sportsman.

Youth Football and
Registration Dates

BY PHILLIP
HAYWOOD JR.
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

Childs Park Rattlers

ST. PETERSBURG —
Over the last several years
there has been an abundance
of strategic moves that have
taken place in little football
organizations within the city
limits. If you are a true football
aficionado then you have
noticed the chess like moves
that have occurred.
Once upon a time, there
was only one league in town
and that was the Pinellas
Youth Football Conference.
However, around 1996 the
league split up and most of the
north county teams abandoned
the PYFC. For the most part,
the south county teams were
left and two teams from
Manatee rounded out the new
look.
The teams in St.
Petersburg that are competing
now are the Mid Florida
Football Conference, Pop
Warner and the Sun Coast
Youth Football Conference.
These conferences all have
different age, weight and other
restrictions that make them
attractive to the masses.
Over the next month or so,
a l l o rg a n i z a t i o n s w i l l b e
holding registrations at
various sites around the city. If
you are interested, here is a list
of the organizations with their
dates and times.
The registration fees vary
from organization to organiza-

tion for players and cheerleaders.
Azalea Bulldogs
Registration Dates and
Times (1400 72nd St. No)
Sat., June 16 – Noon - 2 p.m.
Wed., June 27 – 7 - 9 p.m.
St. Pete Devils
Re g i s t r a t i o n D a t e s a n d
Times (Campbell’s Park)
Sat., June 9 — 10:30 a.m. 1 p.m.
Wed., June 13 — 6 - 8 p.m.
Sat., June 23 — 10:30 a.m.
- 1 p.m.
Sat., June 30 — 10:30 a.m.
- 1 p.m.
Gibbs Junior Gladiators
Registration Dates and
Times ( 31st St. S. Complex)
Sat., June 9 – 10 a.m. - 2
p.m.
Lakewood Junior
Spartans Registration Dates
and Times (31st St. S.
Complex)
All June Every — Wed., 68 p.m., Thurs., 6-8 p.m., Sat.,
10 a.m.- 2 p.m.
Northeast Bandits
Registration Dates and
Times (Practice Field 16th
St. N.)
Sat., June 9 — 9 a.m. - 1
p.m.
Wed., June 20 — 6 - 8
p.m.
Childs Park Rattlers
Registration Dates and
Times (Childs Park Sports
Complex)
All June Every — Mon.,
Tues., Wed., at 6-8 p.m. &
Sat., Noon -2 p.m.
Conditioning camp also
coincides with the above registration dates.
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

First Baptist Institutional Church
3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Tuesday Night Live - Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.
Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

By The Word of Faith Church Inc.
558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708

Service Times and Schedules
EVERY TUESDAY-THURSDAY FROM 10 AM - 2 PM
COME AND GET A BAG OF FOOD ONCE A MONTH

Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00
Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

PROMOTE YOUR CHURCH!

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Moore’s Chapel AME Church

Call for advertising rates today!
727-896-2922
Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

3037 Fairfield Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-321-3187
Rev. James S. Cleare, Pastor

Pastor Cleare, and
wife Sis. April Cleare

“A New Season: GOD is doing more
at Moore’s Chapel AME Church”

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Church School...........................................Sunday 9:00 AM
“Where the Word of GOD is applied to Life”

Worship Service .......................................Sunday 10:30 AM
“Where the Word of GOD prepares us for Life”

Bible Study .........................................Wednesday, 7:00 PM
“Where the Word of GOD is explained for Life”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

10th Street Church Of God

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

United for Christ

Freewill Baptist Church

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Friendship

Sunday................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.

Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study

Thursday..........7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

727-258-4993
www.ufcfwbc.com

Wednesday Night Bible Study ......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service .............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006
B ro . R obe rt Sm ith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670
Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

SERVICES

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

PROMOTE YOUR
CHURCH!
Call for
advertising rates today!
727-896-2922

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK

OF

11

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

CHURCH NEWS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
“A Church With A
VISION, With CHRIST As
The Focus.” Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr., Pastor.
Friendship
Missionary
Baptist Church, known as
“The Ship” on 31st Street
South, continues to celebrate
its 84th Anniversary, Sunday,
June 10. All members, friends
and those interested in church
lore are extended a cordial
invitation to attend.

Theme: “Striving Together
As One For The Faith Of the
Gospel.”
Scripture: Philippians 1:27
Sunday, June 10, 7:45 a.m.
Pastor Timothy Lancaster,
New Life Missionary Baptist
Church, St. Petersburg, FL.
10:45 a.m. Dr. Clarence P.
Noble, Greater Saint Mark
Missionary Baptist Church,
Tuskegee, AL.
Graduate
Recognition

Ceremony will partake with
the 10:45 a.m. worship
service.
4 p.m.
Pastor Sirrnest
Webster, Bible Baptist Church,
Palmetto, FL.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st St. S., St.
Petersburg, Fla. 33712. Our
telephone number is 727-9068300. Don’t forget to visit our
website: www.fmbctheship.org.
God Bless You – The Ship!

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach
the lost with the gospel of
Jesus Christ.”
June 10 – All 2012
Graduates (H.S. and College)
of Mt. Zion Progressive … you
are invited to attend a
reception
immediately
following the 10 a.m. service.
June 11th – August 16th –
FREE Summer Voluntary PreK Program. Is your child
going to be 4 years old before
September 1? They may be
eligible. For more information, contact Mt. Zion
Children’s Center at 727-8941612. Space is limited.
June 13 – Join us for bible
study. Our noon lunchtime
session is a 30-minute study of
the Daily Word; and at 7 p.m.,
we have an in-depth interactive discussion on the sermon
from the previous Sunday.
June 15 & 16 – Our
Minister of Music, K. Bernard
Parrott, will be celebrating 40

years in music ministry. A
service will be held 7 p.m.
Friday the 15, at First
Baptist
Church of St.
Petersburg. Guest speaker will
be Bishop Rudolph McKissick,
Jr. of Jacksonville, FL. Saturday
the 16th, join us at Mt. Zion for
a free WORD & WORKshop,
led by Master Instructor, David
L. Allen of Winston-Salem, NC.
This workshop is for everyone
in music ministry; and will be
followed by a FREE concert at
5 p.m.
June 16 –– 9 a.m. Breakfast
with Dad Father’s Day
Celebration. RSVP required.
June 25 – 30th Vacation
Bible Study will be taking
place and our theme for 2012
is National Park. Tuesday
evenings from 6 – 7:15 p.m.,
on the 2nd floor, our Health &
Wellness Ministry presents
“Faithful Fitness.” Join us for
tips to making healthy choice,
increase your activity level,
and cooking demonstrations.

New Members – If you
joined Mt. Zion, and have not
completed your Christian
Basics, classes are held every
Monday at 6:30 p.m.
Children
and
Youth
Ministries – If you are looking
for social outlets for your
youth ages 6 – 18, our Boy and
Girl Scouts meet every first,
third, and fifth Monday at 6:30
p.m. The Mime team meets
every Thursday; and our
Drumline
meets
every
Saturday at 9:30 a.m.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the latest
events, ministry news, and
more by following us on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER and
YOUTUBE. Visit our website
and let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
Mt.
Zion
Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church.
955 20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings upon
their lives.
St. Mark is grounded in a
Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central theme, a belief
that we are a haven of hope,
help, and healing for a world
hungering for and thirsting after
the enlightened word of God.
At St. Mark, we are Christians
willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for His
awesome gift, His son Jesus
Christ.
Coming in the Month of
June 2012
June 10 - Celebration of
Pastor Brian Brown’s 17th
Anniversary. The celebration
will be held during the 10:45
a.m. hour with the Reverend
Donald F. Browne from

Hattiesburg, Mississippi as the
guest pastor. This year’s
anniversary
theme
is:
Leadership Worth Following
inspired from Hebrews 13:7.
Immediately following morning
worship, we will delight
ourselves in feasting as we
enjoy a wonderful mean
prepared by the Hospitality
Committee in honor of our
Pastor.
June 12-15 District Sunday
School and BTU Congress
hosted by Union M. B. C.
Ju n e 1 7 - F a t h e r ’s D a y
Celebration (Women of the
Church in Charge)
June 23 - The Senior Women
of South Florida Baptist
Association will host their first
“Annual Women in Yellow
Fellowship” at St. Mark at 3:00
p.m.
June 24 - St. Mark
Celebration to Honor all
Graduates from High School
and College
June 25 - PIZZA Ministry
Also at St. Mark …

Sunday School is held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts each
Sunday morning at 9:30. All are
invited to come out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited
to come out and study the Bible
with us and learn “What Baptist
Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry
Me e t i n g s a r e h e l d e v e r y
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed to
join us.
N I. K. E. After School
Tu t o r i n g f r o m 4 : 3 0 - 6 p . m .
Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at
7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday
at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday at 7 p.m.

Women’s Conference
Source Of All Comfort
Come and experience the awesomeness of God through
His Healing, Deliverance, Forgiveness, Salvation and Love.
There will be workshops for
teens, single women, married women and pastors’ wives.
Registration cost:
Teens - $25 (after June 15 - $30)
Adults - $50 (after June 15 - $55)
Thursday, June 21 –
Registration and Meet and Greet from 6-8 p.m.
Friday, June 22 –
Registration, continental breakfast, workshops, lunch, general assembly
Saturday, June 23 –
Continental Breakfast, Testimonies, Raw But Real, lunch, general assembly
Saturday Evening, June 23 at 6 p.m. —
Dinner Theatre open to public (ticketed event)

Come enjoy “BELEVIN”
A live production of human tragedy and personal loss
experienced by a man who had once given his life to Christ.
Event takes place at Gateway Christian Center
located at 4355 Central Ave., St. Petersburg.
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TEENS

GEMS

Haynes adds.
Designed to provide opportunities for today’s youth in
developing leadership roles,
NULITES is also an Urban
League intervention program
providing assistance and
guidance to at risk youth.
Activities are created to
stomp out the vicious cycle
affecting so many of today’s
young adults. From coping with
peer pressure to preventing
illegal behavior, NULITES
attempts to promote a positive
alternative.
“My goal is for them to
know they can always come to
the Urban League and do
something,” Haynes says.
And the goal for the evening
was accomplished. As an ice
breaker, members shuffled
around the room, dividing into
groups according to their likes
and dislikes on various topics,
such as how they feel about their
schools.
“Do you enjoy the school
that you attend right now?”
Welch asks. “Yes – green, red no.”
It got the teens talking.
The main event came soon
after with participants being
placed into groups and discussing types of students they
come across in a typical day.
Pros and cons were deliberated and teenagers were
rewarded for actively participating. Groups were encouraged to
come up with slogans to
motivate each type of student
into accentuating their positive
side.
Leah Williams, a senior at

pants while promoting personal,
academic and social excellence.
“We mentor girls throughout
the community and target at risk
girls because of the changing society
that we’re in and the many obstacles
that are in their way,” Academy
Director Rosalyn Connelly says of
Delta Academy’s mission. “We just
try to put programs in place and
activities in place to expose them to
a lot of different things.”
It is this exposure to outside
events and experiences that give
these girls the self-esteem and leadership skills they need, as well as the
background knowledge necessary to
succeed.
Each girl in the program is
assigned a mentor for the year.
These mentors, made up of retirees,
social workers, and teachers guide
their protégés through overcoming
obstacles they may encounter
throughout the year.
Mentors meet with the girls at
least once a month, but aim for 2-3
times a month, sometimes meeting
with school officials and parents in
an attempt to curb any academic or
behavior issues they may be dealing
with.
“We want to empower you to
do anything that you want to do,”
Delta Academy Chapter President
Anita Lewis says to the girls and
families in attendance. “To
empower yourself, motivate
yourself, and say the sky’s the limit.”
Delta Academy is committed to
young women who demonstrate the
willingness to succeed, but may
need a support system in place in
order to reach their highest potential.
One of the goals of the Academy is
to introduce participants to experiences they may not receive in their
own neighborhoods.
With over twenty events
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Watson Haynes and FAMU student Keonna Welch.

Gibbs High School worked with
her group depicting the pros and
cons of an overwhelmed student.
“They usually have
advanced classes which give
them a better chance of a scholarship,” she says, “but they
worry a lot and have a lot of
stress.”
Each group came up with a
list of solutions to the problems
and a rule for the personality type
to go by, “We came up with the
phrase - think less, don’t stress and try your best,” Williams
finishes.
The rap session on education
continued for four hours, with
food being served to all in attendance. Teens jumped into the
group sessions and listened as
Welch continued to drive home
the importance of education.
“It doesn’t matter what you
are, education is vital,” Welch
explains. “It’s important. You’re
always learning. Learning never
stops.”
NULITES commitment to
promoting high standards in

academics
among
St.
Petersburg’s youth as well as
strong character and leadership
qualities is welcomed and
encouraged.
“ T h a t ’s r e a l l y w h a t
NULITES is about. Establishing
and creating a relationship so
that when their grades are bad,
you can approach it because they
know you care about them,”
Haynes explains.
The NULITES program also
offers college tours, SAT/ACT
prep, work skills training and
strategies to guide parents and
guardians into becoming more
involved with their child’s
education and social life.
“That’s where we go with
Urban League and the program.
We’ve got to understand where
they’re coming from and how to
meet their needs,” Haynes
finishes.
For more information on the
NULITES program, visit
pcul.org and click on About Us,
Programs, and then Youth
Development.

Bradford Dedmon and daughter, Jamila.

scheduled throughout the eight
month program, the girls gain
exposure to activities such as tree
climbing, scrapbooking, horseback
riding, and special art classes.
However, program participants are
also expected to take part in
community events.
“We try to let them know they
have to give back to the community.
What we give to them we want them
to give it back to others,” Connelly
says.
Deltas become positive role
models, gain cultural enrichment,
and graduate the program in 8th
grade with an, “I can” attitude. The
high standard of academic excellence and achievement for Academy
members continues with the Delta
GEMS, which is offered to grades 912. These young women participate
in workshops consisting of etiquette
classes, STD awareness, dating,
dressing for success, as well as
applying to colleges and scholarship
information.
The success rate for the girls that
complete the program is astounding;
with over 90 percent of participants
becoming college bound at some of
Florida’s major universities.

“These girls are excelling,”
Connelly beams.
Delta’s success with the girls is
not accomplished alone. Parent
involvement is key to the rise of
these young stars and an expectation
of the Academy. Parents and participants are expected to be punctual,
communicate with Academy staff,
and be involved in fieldtrips and
events.
“We can only do so much. We
need the parents to support us in
what we’re doing with the girls,”
Connelly explains. “It’s a commitment.”
All interested girls are encouraged to apply for next year’s
program which begins in
September. Sign up is currently
underway, with a deadline of June
30. All applications are accepted
and no one is turned away.
“Everybody we get in applications for, we take in,” Connelly says,
but she warns if parents don’t show
up for the initial meeting, their child
won’t be accepted.
“It begins here. If you can
dream it, you can believe it, you can
achieve it, and you can do it.”

